Niccolao Manned

of this aspiration was his Storia do Mogor^ which,
combined with the romance of his life, makes
him the most interesting,, if not the most re-
markable, figure of all the interesting and re-
markable figures who appear in these pages.

This work is one of the most extraordinary
documents bearing on Indian history that we
possess. To begin with, it is, as already inti-
mated, written in three languages, Italian,
Portuguese, and French, a circumstance due to
the author's difficulties with amanuenses. As a
history, it is, as Mr Irvine, its editor, says? " a
somewhat mingled yarn,35 comprising, among
other items of information, a vivacious account
of the author's travels, which is scattered here
and there in the history proper, a chronicle of
previous Mogul Mags, a valuable treatise on the
Mogul court, administration, and institutions,
absurd supposed extracts from official chronicles,
a useful description of the rest of India outside
the Mogul dominions, and a full and important
account of all Aurangzib's and part of Shah
Jahan's reign. Nothing could be more unjust
than Governor Pitt's colloquial description of
the work as a " history of Tom Thumb.5'* For
the closing years of Shah Jahan and for all
Aurangzib*s reign Manucci is, as Mr Irvine re-
marks, " a writer who cannot be ignored." It is
true, as both Mr Jrvine and Mr Lane-Pock

* Governor Htt to Mr Woolley, Sec. at die India House, OcL 19,1701.
See Yule's Diary of Sir W, Hedga^ n, cckviiij note 3.
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